PROCLAMATION
BY THE

* Governor of the State of Cexas

NO.

:
: TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

I am vetolng and filing with the Secretary of State House
© Bill No. 497, passed at the recently adjourned Regular Session of the

Forty-Elghth Legislature.

This bill, together with five other bllls, to-wlt, House
Bill No. 652, House Bill No. 25, House Bill No. 712, House Bill No.
310, and Senate Bill No. 182, are all vetoed by me as part of a

general pollcy of protecting the State revenues during the present

AT L T T T e T R SR e e

eme rgency.

In my flrst message to the Forty-Eighth Leglslature, I

stated:
"p striect policy of economy should be followed, and no
new texes will then be necessary. It will be necesgary
to maintain tax levies already in existence.”
" The Legislature cooperated heartily with the policy announced in my
1:message. Appropriations were reduced substantially end a strict
; policy of economy was adopted, No new taxes were levied. In
1 discussions with Members concerning this general pollcy of economy and

" of maintaining the present revenues to the State, I announced generally

| that I would veto any bill which had the effect of reduelng the present

j'revenues._ In the maintenance of that harmonious gpirit of cooperation
. between the Executive and Legislative Departments of our governﬁenﬁ,

| 1t 1s often necessary for each to repose a measure of confidence in the
:‘other. This confidence should never be impaired by a breach of faith
/fon the part éf'either, directly or indirectly. The statements I have
~:made concerning the maintenance of present tax levies =smount to a
'icommitmant on my part to veto House Bill No., 497. Whether wlse or

' unwise, the obligation has been incurred. It must be carried out.

In the Forty-Seventh Leglslature, a bill, of which Senator
Mauritz was the author, remitting all ad valorem taxes to all the

.countles in the State, was Introduced. That biil, if 1t had become the
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law would have reduced the.State revenﬁgs by some Ten Million Dollars.

It would have become the law except that the Governor vetoed it.

It was passed over his veto in the Senate and only falled of such passage
by a n#rrow margin in the House. 1In fhe Forty-Eighth Legislature,
Senator Mauritz introduced Senate Bill No. 153, which provided the

State tax on'property shall never exceed 17%% on the One Hundred Dollar
valuation. This would reduce the Sfate ad valorem tax by one half

and would cause a loss in State revenues of Five Million Dollars per

year,

We had a deficit in the General Fund when the Leglslature
tonvened last Jenuary of approximately Thirty-One Million Dollars. I
felt keenly the responsibllity for preventing any increase in that
deficit. I expressed the bellef to the Legislature in the message
}ererred to, that the deficit would be substantlally decreased by
Tollowing a vigorous program for the c¢ollection of taxes and by
;conomioal functionling of the agencies of the State government. The
ichievement of this objective would not permit a decrease of Five
killion Dollars in the General Fund of the State by remitting one half
§f the ad valorem taxes to all the countles. In my effort.to prevent
'Fssage of the Mauritz bill, I announced publicly that I would veto
Ql tax remission bills, and there is now no alternative except to

tomply with the commitments which I have made.

House Bill No. 497 reached my office leas than ten days before

i

he end of the Regular Session of the Forty-Eighth Legislature. 1In.

tocordance with the Constitution, it 1s being flled with the Secretary

f State together with this proclamation containing my objJections to the

111.

"IN THE OFFICE OF THE )
ISECRETARY OF STATE IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto
k4 signed my name officlally and caused
f/o/DAY OFAZZ%jggL__IQZEE? the Seal of State to be affixed hereto
 0'CBOCK AND_S o TESé.M- :t g?ft:txsisfhis the 29th/day of May,

(> el 2t fer O XALUY
:‘-‘ THE & ,‘,:’u“». s T State
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~— SECRETAPY OK_STATE
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